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II. KY Attainment Task 

 

The Kentucky Attainment Tasks are designed to provide an alternate to the Kentucky 

Core Content Tests in the content areas of Social Studies and Writing.  Table 1 on page 4 

provides grade specific information.  The Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Improvement Act (IDEA 2007) requires states to develop and implement guidelines for 

the participation of children with disabilities in alternate assessments for those children 

who cannot participate in regular assessments with accommodations.  The attainment task 

approach: 

 provides evidence  of understanding, skills, and concepts related to the  specified grade 

level content standards, 

 begins with an authentic task that requires understanding, skills, and concepts 

necessary for real world problems, genuine purposes and audiences, is fully scripted 

for the test administrator to follow, 

 requires the student to answer questions needed to complete a task, working step by 

step as directed by the teacher or test administrator, and 

 allows the teacher to score the student responses. 

 

Participation 

 

The IEP team must determine how the student will participate in the state-wide 

assessment system:  general assessment, general assessment with accommodations, or the 

alternate assessment.   

 

Students will participate in the assessment through either Attainment Task Dimension A 

version or Attainment Task Dimension B version based on the participation guidelines 

(Appendix B:  Participation Guidelines).  The student who was determined eligible for 

Performance Dimension A:  Attainment for the Reading, Mathematics, and Science 

Portfolio using the participation guidelines must also take Attainment Task Version A.  

The student who was determined eligible for Performance Dimension B:  Progress for the 

portfolio must also take Attainment Task Version B.  Complete information on 

participation can be found in the Overview Section of the Administration Guide.   

 

The student must participate in the assessment in the same manner for the Reading, 

Mathematics, and Science Portfolio, the Transition Attainment Record, and the 

Attainment Tasks.  The Admissions and Release Committee need only meet one time to 

determine participation in the alternate assessment and determine eligibility as needed to 

participate in Performance Dimension B for all components of the alternate assessment. 

 

Each Attainment Task will be labeled as Dimension A or Dimension B.  The 

administrator should select A or B based on participation in the Reading, Mathematics, 

and Science Portfolio, and mark appropriately on the official score form.   
 
Grade Level Requirements 
 
Table 1 shows the grade level requirements and includes the grade level, content areas 

assessed, and standards assessed at each level. 
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Table 1:  Grade Level Requirements 

 

Grade Social Studies Writing 
(embedded in Social Studies 

with the exception of high 

school) 

5 

SS-04-5.2.2 

SS-04-1.2.1 

SS-04-4.1.1 

SS-05-2.3.2 

WR-E-1.1.0 

WR-E-1.2.0 

WR-E-2.3.0 

WR-E-3.5.0 

 

8 

SS-08-5.1.2 

SS-08-1.3.2 

SS-06-4.1.1 

SS-06-2.3.2 

WR-M-1.1.0 

WR-M-1.2.0 

WR-M-2.3.0 

WR-M-3.5.0 

 

11 

SS-HS-5.3.6 

SS-HS-1.2.1 

SS-HS-3.3.1 

SS-HS-2.1.1 

 

 

 

12 
 

WR-HS-1.1.0 

WR-HS-1.2.0 

WR-HS-2.3.0 

WR-HS-3.5.0 

 



 

Kentucky Alternate Assessment Based on Alternate Achievement Standards Administration Guide – 
AT- 2009-2010 Page 5 

 

Test Security 

 
The Attainment Tasks are considered secure testing materials and must follow the 

administration code and 703 KAR 5:070 established for the general assessment.  Following is 

information from the administration code training that is adapted to address the Attainment 

Tasks.   

 

District assessment coordinators, administrators, and teachers must ensure the security of the 

assessment materials before, during, and after test administration.  When not being used for 

testing sessions, all attainment tasks and materials shall be stored in a secure location with 

access granted to authorized personnel only.   

 

OK Not OK 

 It is appropriate for teachers to know the 

concepts measured by the statewide 

assessment and to teach those concepts. 

– Concepts appropriate for curriculum 

instruction can be found in Kentucky‟s 

Core Content for Assessment. 

 Attainment Tasks can be reviewed prior to 

administration and the start of the testing 

window so that needed modifications to 

materials can be made. 

 Teachers may use test items from previous 

years released by the Kentucky Department of 

Education to help prepare their students for 

the assessment by adapting them to meet the 

needs of the students participating in the 

alternate assessment. 

 Test Administrators shall file in the Alternate 

Assessment Accountability Folder (AAAF) 

any notes, rough drafts, or scratch paper 

produced by students during testing 

immediately after each testing session or at 

the end of the testing day, ensuring that no 

test item is compromised.  

 Secure test materials shall not be reproduced 

in whole, in part or paraphrased in any way. 

Examples include: photocopying, 

photographing, handwriting, or typing.  * 

Paraphrasing and photocopying during 

administration is allowable when directed in 

students IEP or to make an additional copy 

for administration. 

 No one shall take notes regarding the content, 

concepts, or structure of any secure test item. 

 No one may have test binders without 

authorization from the district or building 

assessment coordinator. 

 Local district staff may not show items in the 

test binders to anyone not administering the 

test unless directed by the Superintendent 

(See Section IV of this document for details).  

– Once authorization has been granted 

to local district staff to have access to 

the tests, staff shall not use knowledge 

about the content of any specific 

questions to prepare students for the 

assessment. 

 Teachers or other staff with knowledge of the 

content of any secure test item shall not reveal 

this content to anyone. 

 Teachers or other staff, who become aware of 

specific test items through any means, shall 

not use this knowledge to prepare students for 

the assessment. 
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Accommodations that include placing any materials onto the computer must have those 

files completely removed and permanently deleted.  This applies to both the scanning and 

entry of secure test materials and student responses.  Electronic or other versions of 

secure assessment materials or related student responses shall not be maintained in the 

district and should be destroyed. 

 

Administration Protocol 

 
This section provides detailed specifications for conducting the attainment tasks with 

individual students.  Adherence to these guidelines is required to facilitate the assessment 

process.   

 

Protocol for Administering the Task 

 

The task must be administered in a one to one situation with the student in a quiet place 

without interruptions.  The room should be free of other students or in an area of the 

classroom that: 

 does not distract the student and 

 does not allow other students to hear the student‟s answers. 

 

The task must be administered by a certified staff member (e.g., teacher, counselor, 

related service provider, etc.).  The test administrator must qualify by completing the 

Attainment Task online training and complete the qualifying quiz.  A copy of the 

completed quiz must be placed in the AAAF. 

 

The task is scripted and is to be read to the student as written or using acceptable 

adjustments as described in the Steps to Administrating section.  “Quotation marks” 

signify the scripted portions to be read to the student. 

 

The task may be administered in more than one session, allowing for a smaller amount of 

time for each session.  A minimum five minute break between each section of the task 

and only one task may be administered to an individual student each day.  Breaks will be 

noted in the testing materials. If a student is having difficulty attending, is having medical 

or behavioral difficulties, the task can be stopped within a section.  Resume the task at the 

point stopped during the prior session.  DO NOT start over.  The administrator can orient 

the student to where he or she was in the process.  For example, the teacher could say, 

“Last time we looked at food items and compared them.  Now we are going to…”  No re-

teaching should occur between these sessions.  Store the Attainment Tasks in a secure 

location such as the AAAF when not testing. 

 

Steps to Administering  

 

1. Complete the online training module and review any supplementary materials.  
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2. Complete the qualification test.  Place evidence of qualifying (e.g., online notice, 

email, etc.) in the AAAF.  It is important to enter the correct email address when 

submitting the quiz. 

 

3. Sign a Code of Ethics and file in the AAAF.  Each person assisting with the 

Attainment Tasks must sign a Code of Ethics and file in the student‟s AAAF.  There 

is only one Code of Ethics for all three assessment types and each person is only 

required to sign one.  Any non-school personnel who assist should sign a non-

disclosure form and file in the AAAF. 

 

4. Preview the task and the accompanying materials and prepare for administration (e.g., 

gathering materials, gaining familiarity with all vocabulary).  The task items and 

answer choices will be formatted as illustrated in Figure 1.  Each school test binder 

will have directions for using the test materials and reminders regarding the use of 

accommodations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1:  Example Task Item and Answer Choices 
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5. Make modifications to materials to ensure accessibility to individual students.  Refer 

to the Accommodations section for important information regarding appropriate use.  

The accommodations may include but are not limited to: 

 enlarging pictures and text, 

 creating a high contrast version of the pictures/symbols, and 

 using objects to represent answers and distractors. 

 

6. Read the script, signified by “quotation marks” exactly as written with the following 

acceptable adjustments: 

 Replacing a word that is not a key content word (e.g., resources, government, 

elements of music, etc.). 

 Replacing a word when the alternate word does not change the context (e.g., 

changing “describe the bike” to “tell about the bike” would be acceptable; 

changing “describe the bike” to “identify the bike” would not be acceptable). 

 Replacing a word when the alternate word does not provide the answer or lead 

the student to the answer (e.g., if the question was “what instrument did the girl 

play?” then changing “instrument” to “flute” would provide the answer and 

therefore would not be acceptable; however, the question “why is the girl 

playing the instrument?” could be changed to “why is the girl playing the 

flute?”). 

 The script can be repeated if initiated by the student. Test administrator may 

signify that the student can ask at any time to have something re-read before 

the administration begins.  

 Paraphrasing can be used in addition to the prescribed flexibility for all students 

if it is specified in the student‟s IEP.  Paraphrasing includes repeating or 

rephrasing the script, directions, prompt, or situation. This shall include 

breaking directions and sentences into parts or segments or using similar words 

or phrases, but shall not include defining words or concepts or telling a student 

what to do first, second, etc.   

 

7. Follow directions included in the script to guide the process.  The directions will be 

signified by an italics font and will include: 

 what materials to present to the student at specified times (e.g., present the 

writing template labeled Thanksgiving Dinner Story) and 

  instructions on the level of support allowable by the teacher. 

  If pictures are cut apart, they must be presented to the student in the original order.  

The answer choices can be placed horizontally, vertically, in corners (eye gaze 

board), etc. as long as the choices are given in the same order as provided in the 

testing material (e.g., left to right, top to bottom, etc.).  

 

8. Allow the student to independently respond to each task item and record the accuracy 

of the independent response on the accompanying answer sheet.  Use the answer key 

to determine correctness of student responses. 
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Acceptable Administration Procedures:  Provide supports that assist the student in 

demonstrating his or her understanding.  These may include: 

– reviewing each choice prior to having the student answer, 

– cueing the student to begin or continue working, 

– cueing the student to attend, 

– orienting the student to the choices (e.g., a student who is using textures or 

objects may be guided to feel each to orient placement and then asked to 

choose the answer), 

– using an established  system for motivation and on task behavior (e.g., 

positive behavior support, token system, behavior chart, primary reinforcer, 

etc.), and 

– providing multiple cues for the student to respond or an extended wait time 

before recording a score of “0”.  These cues should not provide assistance to 

the student in giving the correct answer. 

The student can change his or her answer if done so independently before moving 

onto the next item and if the teacher has not indicated the accuracy of the 

student‟s response in any way.  This would include the student observing the 

teacher record the score. 

 

Non-acceptable Prompting Procedures:  Provide verbal or nonverbal prompts, cues, 

or general feedback: 

– on the accuracy of the response,  

– that guides the student to the correct answer (e.g., point to the correct answer, 

emphasize the correct answer with voice inflection, place the correct answer 

in a preferred spot, highlight correct answer, etc.), and 

– that indicate to the student  when he/she is answering correctly or incorrectly; 

The test administrator cannot: 

– decide that a student response is not the intended response, 

– give the student multiple trials to correct a response, and 

– start the task over if stopped. 

 

9. Record each student response before moving to the next assessment item.  Score the 

first response, which must be an independent response.  Score a “1” for correct 

responses as noted in the answer key and a “0” for an incorrect responses or no 

response.   

 

Record any student responses that differ from the answer key but are acceptable in the 

Test Administrator Comments column on the answer sheet and score the item as 

correct.  This should be used only when the answer is obviously correct but a 

different term is given by the student than is provided in the answer key.  For 

example, if the answer key states “animal skins” and the student gives an answer of 

“deer fur,” the teacher will record the answer in the comments column and will score 

a “1” for that item. 

 

When a student independently provides an incorrect response; score a “0” for the item 

and then correct the response before moving on to the next item.  This is done so that 
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the incorrect response does not affect subsequent items.  For example, the student 

incorrectly answers fats, the teacher scores it as such and then says to the student, 

“grains is the correct answer.”  If correcting the answers frustrates the student, then 

the teacher has the option of not correcting incorrect responses. 

 

10. Store the answer sheet and the original Attainment Task in the AAAF.  When 

directed to do so, enter the scores online.  Information will come at a later date via the 

District Assessment Coordinator (follow district procedure). 

 

11. The Attainment Tasks may be administered any time between March 15, 2010 and 

April 30, 2010.  All tasks must be completed by April 30, 2010. Scores must be 

entered into the Student Registration Database (SRD) by May 14, 2010. 

 

12. File the completed task, Code of Ethics, and any notes in the AAAF and destroy any 

extra materials. 

 

Accommodations 

 

Providing the appropriate accommodations is vital to the validity of the assessment.  

Accommodations or supports shall meet the following conditions:  

1. For students with a disability, accommodations or supports in the instructional 

process shall be both age-appropriate and related to both the student’s verified 

disability and specially designed instruction described in the student’s IEP. 
Accommodations or modifications shall be based on the individual needs of the 

student and not on a disability category; 

2. Accommodations or supports shall be part of the student’s ongoing instructional 

program and not introduced for the first time during state-required Assessment;  

3. Accommodations or supports shall be for the purpose of students accessing the 

general education curriculum and demonstrating what they know and are able 

to do;  

4. Changes in the administration of the assessment or recording of student responses 

shall be consistent with the instructional strategies, assistive technology devices, 

and services identified on the student’s Individual Education Program (IEP); 
and  

5. Accommodations or supports or both shall not inappropriately impact the content 

being measured.  (Kentucky Department of Education, 2004) 

 

There are several types of accommodations or supports.  Following are a few 

accommodations and guidance on the use of each: 

 

– Paraphrase the task items.  Teaching a student to use paraphrasing strategies, 

which are used to restate printed text or oral communication using other words 

or forms putting printed text and oral communication into his own words, 

shall be appropriate instruction for a student who has a difficult time 

understanding and remembering reading material, oral and written questions, 

and oral communication such as conversations and oral directions. For a 
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student with a disability, the instructional goal shall be to provide the student 

with a repertoire of strategies to use independently.  The ARC Committee 

shall consider under what conditions a student will use paraphrasing strategies 

on a routine basis during instruction as stated in their IEP. (Kentucky 

Department of Education, 2004) 

 

– Enlarge the answer choices/pictures and any accompanying materials to assist 

with low vision and fine motor limitations.  The task items are to be read to 

the student so there is no need to enlarge the task items. 

 

– Reprint the answer choices/pictures and any accompanying materials on high 

contrast paper to assist with low vision. 

 

– Change picture symbols to ones that the student has used instructionally.  This 

can be done at the school level as long as the replacement picture symbol does 

not cue the student to the correct answer. 

 

– Pair objects or tactile symbols with the picture symbol answer choices or use 

to replace picture symbol answer choices.  This is appropriate as long as the 

objects do not cue the student to the correct answer. 

 

– Create raised lines on the picture symbol answer choices using an embosser, 

glue, or craft paint.  This is appropriate as long as all answer choices are 

raised. 

 

– Use a program at the school or district level to place answer choices onto the 

computer and allow the student to take the test online.  These programs may 

include but not limited to Writing With Symbols 2000, Boardmaker, Speaking 

Dynamically Pro, Classroom Suite, and Read & Write Gold.  When this 

accommodation is used it is important to completely delete all files off of the 

computer by deleting and then emptying the recycle bin.   

 

– Typically, a reader and scribe will not be necessary as accommodations 

because the expectation is that the test will be read and answers scribed for all 

students. 

 

– Interpret task items and answer choices to the student. 
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Glossary 

AAAF:  The Alternate Assessment Accountability Folder is a collection of work 

samples, raw data, assessment probes, notes, etc. that support the submitted 

alternate assessment.  Information contained in the folder may be used for 

audits by the department of education.  It is a confidential and secure file and 

should be stored accordingly.  More information on the AAAF is located in 

Appendix H. 

Accommodation:  Changes in how a test or assessment is presented or in the response a 

test-taker gives (e.g., test format, response format, setting, timing, schedule); 

changes do not affect level, content, or performance criteria but provide 

equitable instructional and assessment access for students with disabilities. 

Accommodations are intended to mediate the effects of a student‟s disability – 

they are not intended to reduce learning expectations. 

Adaptation:  Changes made to existing materials or instructional delivery in order to 

meet the needs of a student (e.g., head pointers, Opti-Indicator, Boardmaker 

(Mayer Johnson) symbols, photographs, symbols paired with real objects, real 

objects, enlarged pictures, textured or raised pictures, high contrast color or 

coactive signs). 

Alignment:  The effort to ensure that what teachers teach is in accord with what the 

curriculum says will be taught and what is assessed on official assessments. 

The alignment of expectations for student learning with assessments for 

measuring students‟ attainment of these expectations is an essential attribute 

for an effective standards-based education system.  Without adequate 

alignment between standards and assessments, teachers and students become 

confused about educational expectations.  Among other things, this can result 

in learning expectations being lowered for some students while being raised 

for others, creating potential inequities. 

Analytic Scoring:  Ratings of performance on individual dimensions, content areas, 

and/or components of an assessment, which when compiled, become the raw 

score. 

Assessment Probe:  An observation of the student performance under “testing” 

conditions.  The criterion for these observations is the accuracy of the 

independent performance.  Only correct, independent performances count 

toward the criterion specified in the performance dimension. 

Assessment Prompt:  The instructions given to the student that explain what he or she is 

expected to do. 



 

Kentucky Alternate Assessment Based on Alternate Achievement Standards Administration Guide – 
AT- 2009-2010 Page 13 

 

Assessment Targets:  Core Content Standards (v. 4.1) for each content area, at each 

grade level, reduced in complexity and written as a behavioral expectation. 

Assistive Technology:  Tools and strategies used to assist students in developing and 

participating in meaningful academics, social relationships, and employment 

activities; can range from low technology (e.g., unaided communication 

systems, sign language, etc.) to high technology (e.g., computers with switch 

interfaces, etc.).  

Attainment:  Completion of a set task(s) or behavior(s); the highest level of achievement 

on the post test performance with the established baseline being under 50%. 

Augmentative Communication:  Low, medium or high technology system that assists 

the student in expressive language (e.g., making a request, initiate and respond 

to questions, describe things or events, and express refusal). 

Certificate of Attainment:  New terminology in place of Kentucky Certificate of 

Completion.  

Complexity:  Describes the kind of thinking involved in a task.  More complex tasks 

require more demanding reasoning. Complexity does not result from the fact 

that there are multiple answers.  Students relate ideas within the content area 

standards and have to select or devise one approach among many alternatives 

to solve the problem.  Complexity in the portfolio is determined through 

student work samples and assessment probes. 

Conditions:  The context in which instruction will take place (e.g., the material used by 

the student for instruction and assessment). 

Cut Scores:  Set by the standards setting committee, cut scores are demarcations on a 

scale of all possible raw scores that show the beginning and ending points for 

each performance level.  

Demonstrators:  Indicators of the way a student shows or communicates his or her 

knowledge, skills, and/or concepts. 

DOK (Depth of knowledge):  Varies on a number of dimensions, including level of 

cognitive complexity of information students should be expected to know, 

how well they should be able to transfer this knowledge to different contexts, 

how well they should be able to form generalizations, and how much 

prerequisite knowledge they must have in order to grasp ideas. 

Exemplars:  Examples chosen to illustrate characteristics of a concept.  The term 

exemplar sometimes refers to samples of student work or assessments used to 

show specified rubric criteria.  
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Exemplar Portfolios:  Portfolios that represent each level of proficiency and that are 

selected during a range-finding session. 

Learner Characteristics Inventory:  A questionnaire that assists the teacher in 

understanding the individuality of each student in nine areas: expressive 

communication, receptive communication, hearing, vision, motor, 

engagement, attendance, reading skills, and mathematics skills.  

Measurable/Observable Skill:  A targeted behavior that can be seen and measured 

through data collection or pretest/posttest procedures. 

Mode of Communication:  The predominate way a student expresses his or her thoughts 

(e.g., through words, pictures, objects, tactile cues, augmented 

communication/assistive technology).  

Performance Descriptors:  Specific learner expectations, based on the standards, for 

each content area, grade, and level of performance. 

Performance Levels:  Specific descriptions of performance of a given task at several 

different levels of quality.  Teachers use rubrics to evaluate student 

performance.  

Progress:  Measurable/observable behavior that has shown improvement over baseline or 

pretest data as defined by the % points of correct responses above an 

established baseline. 

Prompt:  for the purpose of this assessment, a prompt is defined as any word(s), gesture,            

or physical assistance provided by the teacher that is designed to lead or 

guide the student to the correct answer during any instructional activity 

(e.g., work samples, projects, or assessment probes).   

Supports:  Adaptations, assistive technology, and other accommodations that provide the 

student access to information and allow the student to demonstrate 

understanding.  These do not guide the student to the answer. 

Raw Score:  Each assessment target is scored separately and then the scores are compiled 

to establish a preliminary or „raw‟ score.   

Work Sample:  A piece of student work completed in the context of instruction, either in 

the special education classroom, general education classroom, homebound 

setting, etc.  The work sample must represent the student‟s level of 

communication and evidence of a specific required grade-level core content 

standard.    
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